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NO narrow considerations

Seven states in India will be going for Assembly
elections next year. Five of them — Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa and Manipur will witness
election in March while Gujrat and Himachal Pradesh
will have election by the end of next year. The year is
all set to be dominated by political activities as 2022
Assembly elections are considered as rehearsal for 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

Voting is the foundation of democratic set up.
Citizens have several options to express their views,
opinions and sentiments in democracy. But voting is
their sacred right. Popularly elected government, thus,
get legitimacy and sanctity because of the elections.
Even if it is a political process, voting behavior is
shaped not merely by political issues but by all the
factors, which determine voters’ lives. For the same
reason, voting is crucial as it is seen as an expression
of nation’s voice.

But let’s look beyond this. We ought to understand
that voting is equally crucial for us as it does not
merely decide the present but also determines the
future. Indian democracy, undoubtedly, has survived
and flourished through several tests. But it has some
drawbacks, which are inherited for years. Does, Indian
voter really drives on merit? Reality is that the Indian
voter is influenced by several factors including caste,
religion, language, personality cult and other local
socio-political equations. Voters also get carried away
because of election manifesto and eleventh-hour
attractive slogans during the electioneering. Many a
times, these political gimmicks shape the popular mood
irrespective of the past experience or performance of
the concerned political party or the leader.

It is also reality that voter is also largely influenced
by individual interests and experiences. In such a
situation, larger interests take back seat. This is not in
the larger interests of the country as these factors do
not last long. They may give individual a joy for a day
or two but do not serve the long-term interests of the
society or the nation. The voters from deprived class

may be the most vulnerable as they are lured by the
politicians. India has experienced that such sections
had denied to fall prey to such attempts on several
occasions. But some of them get carried away because
of their socio-economic conditions.

Of late, Indian socio-political business has been
eclipsed by symbols. The symbols do play a vital role
to attract, educate and awaken the masses. However,
we should not allow ourselves to be caged by symbols.
Many times, superficial and deceptive acts are done
due to symbols. Genuine activity gets deviated if
activists become captive of the symbols. We, therefore,
have to emancipate ourselves from symbols, which are
seen to be captured by the vested interests. People,
particularly from the deprived class, have to be vigilant
when they exercise franchise.

Voting is the most powerful tool but one needs
to be educated how and why the tool is to be used.
Otherwise, it would destruct exercise. Voters must rise
above all the narrow considerations and stand up for
the larger goals. Their small or minor demands could
be achieved but need of the hour is to look beyond
the narrow considerations.

In the election process, identities are ignited
by the politicians. They are always kept burning by
the politicians for their own interests. It is easy for
politicians to fulfill small demands of the small sections.
We must come out of this trap. Small identities, on
several occasions, result into conflict, which is not good
for healthy nation. Why can’t we think of harmonious
co-existence instead of mere self-centered existence?
It may sound difficult to the newly awakening people
of the society, who are deprived for generations. But
we strongly believe that key lies in harmonious co-
existence. Indian politics is caught between insistence
on small identities and holistic development. We must
think of interaction instead of confrontation and
cooperation in place of agitation. Cooperation and
interaction are basic essentials of democracy. We must
think in this manner if we are true democrats.

For feedback please click the below link : https://forms.gle/XWQ19k9xC1CyNr6e7
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Unheard Voices actually covered not only unheard voices but also understood communities by major
part of society and which is need of hour. India can become a super power only when grass route people
of india allow to put their contribution in this growth & it is possible only when they will get some job/
work to earn their bread & butter. When we talk about GDP growth 8.5% lets focus on small scale industry.
Bangladesh has already proven it by microfinance policy. Bangladeshi social entrepreneur, banker, economist
and civil society leader Dr. Mohamad Yunus Founder of Grammen Bank and pioneering the concepts of
microcredit and microfinance. This type of revolutionary concept can be adopted, implemented strongly
to create economic and social development from lower level. Peace and prosperity cannot be achieved
unless large population groups find ways in which to break out of poverty. Development must be made
by contributed by and shared by each and every part of the society irrespective of their caste, religion,
tradition. Unheard Voices is great effort to make awareness of it.

Mahendra Kamble,
Former chairman, BSNL SC ST Welfare Association.

Social Studies Foundation (SSF) is working with the
prime objective of conducting social studies and

Appeal research of the society in a multi-disciplinary fashion.

° ° SSF focus, however, is on those people, who have been
for flnanCIal facing discrimination and are deprived of benefits of the
development and democratic process. SSF logo, thus says,
o “Knowledge for Empowerment”.
a,SS]_St ance "UNHEARD VOICES" is a small step in this direction. It
provides a platform to all those people, who have to be
listened to by the Indian citizens to make this country
united and integral. We will raise the voice of these people
fearlessly. Social Studies Foundation has currently a small
set-up to carry out its objectives. We, however, need
financial support from our well-wishers, who agree with
our objectives. We appeal to the readers and well-wishers
to donate generously to the foundation.
CIT EXEMPTION, PUNE/80G/2020-21/A/10158

SOCIAL STUDIES FOUNDATION Please contact : 9699644930, (020)29526979

KNOWLEDGE FOR EMPOWERMENT or mail us to : uv@unheardvoices.co.in

For feedback please click the below link :
https.//forms.gle/XWQ19k9xCICyNrée7
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For the first time, the government has chosen a considerable number of people
from deprived classes to honor them with Padma awards. Padma awards, experience
shows, normally, were awarded to those who are close to the ruling party. They were

also mainly from the urban elite class. Few days back, President Ram Nath Kovind
gave away Padma awards at a function when normal protocols and dress code were
sidelined. It was a rare and pleasant experience to watch the awardees in their
traditional attire instead of urban etiquettes. Many of the awardees are unknown to
the nation. They are working in their respective fields even in remote places. Many
of them are from Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes and probably are not aware
of their own contribution. Take the case of Manjamma. She is the first transgender of
India, to be honored with Padma award. It was pleasant to see that even President
Ram Nath Kovind did not hesitate to keep aside protocol while honoring her. This is
changing India. More informal and more comfortable. This is a good step towards
social cohesion. UNHEARD VOICES is bringing the awardees from SC and ST category to
the light. They are probably unknown to India.

he entire nation was in disbelief

whenthey watched Manjamma
walking on red carpet towards
President of India with head
held high in the air. She was seen
extremely confident. She blessed
President Ram Nath Kovind in
her unique and unusual manner.
This did not fit in the so-called
protocols of the ceremonies,
which are attended by the person,

holding constitutional post. But
nobody was awkward. In fact, all
of them were seen comfortable.
Body language of all of them was
seen in extremely praise.

For Manjamma the moment
was unbelievable as she would
have never dreamt of Padma
award. It was the same society,
which had rejected her for along
time. It was the same society,

which honored her. Manjamma is
the first Indian transgender, to be
honored with Padma award.
Manjunatha Shetty was born
in Karnataka’s Bellari district
in a deprived community.
But he noticed himself to be
uncomfortable with the girls
in early childhood. He started
wearing girls’ attire when in
seventh standard. He used to
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change the dress in private and also hide them. After
few days, his father realized that he is a transgender.
His father noticed that his son’s physical movements
were different from other boys. Tradition goes that
transgender is offered to God after performing a
ritual - muttu kattodu. His udadaara— a thread the
boys tie in Karnataka and in many parts of South
India, traditionally wear around their waist — was cut.
And here begins the journey of Manjamma Jogathi.

Today the boy is known as Manjamma Jogathi or
Matha B Manjamma Jogathi, the transgender dancer
who received Padma Shri for her contribution to
culture. During the Padma awards ceremony, she
walked on the red carpet of the Rashtrapati Bhavan
wearing a red full-sleeve blouse and a violet saree
with golden colour borders. Her head was adorned
by jasmine garlands and her hands were decked
with green bangles. She greeted President Ram
Nath Kovind in her unique way and that went viral
on social media instantly. .

Transgender people enjoyed a special status in
the culture and tradition of India. Eunuchs played
influential roles in the palaces of the erstwhile
kings and emperors. In the battle of Mahabharata,
Shikhandi was instrumental in the killing of Bhishma.

Bhuri Bai (ST)

The Padma Shri
award winners were
honoured by President
Ramnath Kovind at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
There is a name in it
which is being discussed
everywhere. This name
is Bhuri Bai. Bhuri Bai
has been awarded the
Padma Shri for her
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But trans persons in India live in fear and hostile
conditions and Manjamma was not the exception.
She worked as a street beggar. She was sexually
abused. She tried to commit suicide for twice. First,
she tried to end her life by consuming poison. For
second time, she jumped under a train. Both the
times, her attempt was not successful. She used to
beg on the streets and later sold idlies.

Manjamma’s life changed when she met Guru
Kalavya Jogathi, who had come to her village for
a performance. Guru Kalavya Jogathi suggested
her to join his team. It was a turning point in
Manjamma's life. In course of time, Manjamma is
considered as an ambassador of Jogathi culture,
which she popularized not only in Karnataka but
beyond Indian shores. She is the first president of
Karnataka Jaanapada Academy, a government body
for performing dance.

Jogathies are married to Jamadagni, who is
considered as the husband of Renuka, also known
as Ellemma in Karnataka.

Manjamma feels that Indian society has changed
a lot in its approach towards transgenders. She
appeals the people to have empathetic view if any
transgender child is born in the society.

outstanding work in the field of art. Bhuri Bai (ST),
from a tribal community, hails from Pitol village in
the Jhabua district of Madhya Pradesh. Bhuri Bai
was fond of painting since childhood. She started
using canvas to paint the life of the tribals, and
as soon as she saw it, she became known all over
the country. Bhuri Bai's paintings made a name for
themselves not only in the country but also abroad.
Her paintings were placed in a workshop in the
United States. She later organized workshops on
Pithora art in different districts of the country.
After receiving the Padma Shri, Bhuri Bai said,
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“| got this award for painting Adivasi Bhil. | started
painting from clay. | am very happy. "

However, it was not easy for Bhuri Bai to reach
here. Her childhood was spent in extreme poverty.
Bhuri Bai is the first tribal woman to start Pithora
painting on the walls of a house in the village. After
this, Bhuri Bai came to Bhopal and started working
as a daily wage worker. At that time, she used to
make paintings in Bhopal. The cultural department
later gave her the job of painting. After this, she
started painting in Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal. She was
awarded Shikhar Samman, the highest award of the
Government of Madhya Pradesh, in 1986-87. Apart
from this, in 1998, the Madhya Pradesh government
had also awarded her the Ahilya Samman.

DULARI DEVI (SC)

Dulari Devi was
born in 1968 in a SC
Dalit family, lives in the
village of Ranti, in Bihar.
Dulari Devi is an Indian
artist and illustrator,
working in the Mithila
art.In 2021, she received
the Padma Shri, a civilian
honor granted by the
Government of India, for
her contributions to art.

A picture, they say, speaks a thousand words.
Dulari Devi's paintings are more vocal as she has
opted for topics like domination, discrimination,
and oppression, a woman faces due to poverty,
gender, and caste.

The now-celebrated Dulari Devi began her life in
extreme poverty, born into the marginalized Mallah
community. Her first brush with Mithila painting
came while working as a domestic help at an upper
caste painter’s house, and she never looked back.
But instead of copying the themes and motifs of

upper castes, Dulari Devi through her paintings
tries to search the interrelations between caste and
gender. One of the first paintings, she sold was of
villagers fishing indicating traditional profession of
her caste - Mallahs, were traditionally boatmen by
occupation.

Purnamasi Jani (ST)
o ’ Purnamasi Jani (ST),
| a Kui poet from Odisha,
was honored with
India’s fourth- highest
civilian honor Padma
Shri. She is among the
five Odias who have
been recognized for
their services. Her name
in the Padma Awards
list has surprised as little
is known about the 85
years old Jani. She joins the clan of talented but
little-known artists of Odisha like Haldar Nag
(Padma Shri 2016) and Jitendra Haripal (Padma Shri
2017), whom the Centre has recognized for their
contributions for keeping the art forms and local
dialects alive. She was born in 1936, now residing
in Charipada village under Khajuriapada in the
Kandhamal district.

She has never been to school nor does she know
how to read and write, she can only recite poems
in the Kui dialect. Locals see her as a healer whose
songs are balm to the soul. While little is known
about her, some efforts were made in the past
decades to compile her poems.

Prakasarao Asavadi (SC)
— Asavadi Prakasarao
was bornin 1944 in a SC
family. He is an Indian
poet, critic, translator,
and scholar known for
his poetry and prose
works. He is recognized
for his significant
contribution to Telugu
and Sanskrit literature.
In January 2021, he
received India's fourth-
highest civilian award, the Padma Shri in the Arts
and Literature category. As Ashtavadhani, he
has given 170 performances and has written and
published 50 books across various genres. His most
notable literary contribution is his performance of
Avadhanam- a literary performance. He has received
an honorary D.Litt from Potti Sreeramulu Telugu
University and a Distinguished Teacher award from
the Department of Higher Education, Government
of Andhra Pradesh.
Asavadi Prakasarao was born in 1944 in Korivipalli,
Anantpur district of Andhra Pradesh. His teacher
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Nanduri Ramakrishnamacharya changed his name
to the optimist Prakash Rao. Born into a Dalit family,
he spent his childhood in the villages of Beluguppa
and Sirpi. He did his primary education in the social
welfare schools in those villages. He has completed
his studies at Potti Sriramulu Municipal Boys School
and Rajendra Municipal High School in Anantapuram
during 1953-1959. He studied PUC in 1960-61 and
B. A in 1962-65 from Government Arts College,
Anantapur.

He later worked for a few days in Eluru as a
Lower Divisional Clerk after passing the APPSC
Group-four. He left the job as it became an obstacle
for his progress and worked as a Telugu scholar
in Venkatadripalle, Y. Rampuram, Kanekal, Kurli
Zilla Parishad schools between 1965-68. He did
M.A Telugu Linguistics from Anantapur PG Center
(affiliated with Sri Venkateshwara University,
Tirupati) between 1968 and 70. Since 1970 he has
worked as an Andhra lecturer in Government Junior
College, Rayadurgam, Government Degree Colleges
in Anantapur, Guntakallu, Nagari, Punganur, and
Penukonda. He served as the Principal of Penukonda
Government Degree College and retired in 2002.

He made his first Avadhanam in 1963 at the
age of 19. Since then, he has been stamped as the
only Dalit Avadhani in Andhra literature. He has
mesmerized the listeners with his extraordinary
perceptiveness and indescribable majestic energy.
He performed 171 Avadhanams, a double octave,
in Andhra Pradesh and other parts of India such as
Taruttani, Arakkonam, Pallipattu, Hosur Bengaluru,
Bellary, Donimalai, Delhi, etc. He also broadcasted
his observations on television and radio. He also
gave some Impromptu performances.

Ramchandra Manjhi (SC)

Ramchandra Manjhi
is a 95 years old Naach
folk dancer from Bihar.
He has been carrying
the legacy of Grameen
natak for the last
eight decades. In 2021
Ramchandra Manjhi
received Padma Shri,
India’s fourth-highest
civilian award.

He had also been
awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2017.
The artist, even after turning 95, still dances and acts
fiercely on the stage. His journey started at the age
of ten when he had set foot on the stage with Guru
Bhikhari Thakur. After this, he continued to perform
under the shadow of Bhikhari Thakur till 1971.

Ramchandra Manjhi was born in Tajpur in the
Saran district of Bihar in 1925. His parents were
happy with the name and fame that he brought
to the family. But unfortunately, this naach was
not perceived with much respect by the ordinary
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people. He received backlashes but continued to
chase his dream. He knew that his efforts might
bring a change in society. And eventually, it did!
He is presently associated with the Bhikhari Thakur
Repertory Training and Research Centre, a troupe run
by Dr. Jainendra Dost, a JNU scholar in Performing
Arts.

Launda Naach is little unknown to other parts of
India. Contrary to popular belief, Naach (meaning
‘dance’) is not a traditional folk dance of Bihar. It is
the equivalent of Jaatra, Tamasha, or Nautanki. A
troupe performs on ancient folklores and current
social conditions to preserve their heritage while
entertainingly educating people. In Naach, males
are portrayed as female characters by cross-dresses
as women.

Namdev Kamble (SC)

Namdev Kamble
is a Marathi Writer,
Journalist, and Teacher
from Vidarbha.
Published over 15 novels
and story collections,
and has received the
fourth highest civilian
award of Padma Shri
for furthering unity and
convergence. Veteran
author and teacher
Namdeo Kamble is the only one from Vidarbha to
get this honor.

Kamble, known for his Sahitya Akademi Award-
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winning fiction "Raghav Vel" is a veteran in fiction
and poetry and the field of critical and philosophical
writing. His two recent publications- 'Mahatma
Gandhi ani Dr. Ambedkar' (Mahatma Gandhi and
Dr. Ambedkar) and 'Gandhi Udya sathi' (Gandhi
for tomorrow)- are considered thought-provoking
analyses of the two great personalities. Kamble, a
teacher, journalist, orator, and social worker, is also
a sensitive poet and a critic of Marathi literature.
Kamble was born on 1 January 1948 and brought
up in Shirpur village of Malegaon tehsil in Washim
district.

Kamble's Novel "Raghav Vel" has become the
Identity of his six decades-long literacy journey. Not
only the Marathi Novel, but its Bangla translation
also has won the Sahitya Akademi award in 2009.

Ram Vilas Paswan (SC)

Former Union
Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan was awarded
the Padma Bhushan
posthumously at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
Award was received by
his son Chirag Paswan.

Ram Vilas Paswan
was the founder of Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP)
and served as Union
Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution under the NDA. The veteran politician
from the scheduled caste (SC) community from
Hajipur in Bihar was a legislator for more than
five-decade. The first time in 1969, he became
Legislative assembly member of BiharAn eight-
time Member of Parliament in Lok Sabha, Paswan,
went to jail during Indira Gandhi's tenure when
emergency was imposed in the country. Hailing
from Shaharbanni Village in Khagaria District of
Bihar, Paswan began his political career in 1969
as a member of the Samyukta Socialist Party and
became a member of Bihar Legislative Assembly.

He was elected to Lok Sabha for the first time in
1977 as a Janata Party member and re- elected five
consecutive times from the Hajipur constituency
in Bihar. Paswan formed the LJP in 2000 and joined
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance in 2004.
He served as a union minister under five prime
ministers, and his party has been a member of all
national coalitions. In 2019, Paswan relinquished
the post of LJP president--which he held for nearly
two decades--to his son Chirag Paswan. Ram Vilas
Paswan passed away in October 2020.

Kanaka Raju (ST)

Kanaka Raju, 80 years old is a master of Gusadi,
a tribal dance form. He is from Asifabad- he
preserved the dying tribal art form by providing
training to Adivasi youth for decades. Kanaka

Raju teaches this dance
to the people in one
month. The students
called him Master
Kanaka Raju. Gusadi
Dance is performed
during the festival
"Dandari" which is
celebrated for twenty
days. It's celebrated
before ten days of
Deepawali and ten days after Deepawali. This
community considers Gusadi as a sacred ritual.
For these twenty days, they neither take a bath
nor wash their face.

Kanaka Raju's dedication and love towards the
art received the Padma award in 2021. He gave a
new identity to the Gusadi dance. Kanaka Raju
is truly an inspiration for millions of people. This
honour has been given for his contribution to
preserving the tradition of Gusadi, a tribal dance
form.

Satyaram Reang (ST)

Veteran hojagiri
dancer and folk artist
Satyaram Reang
received the fourth
highest civilian award
Padma Shri in 2021
4 for his contributions

i to Folk Art. He has
® been performing in

;J" " traditional festivals of
“:‘._'"‘_S\ . his community since

his childhood. He is also
considered as one of the most accomplished
performers of the Hojagiri dance and Kokborok
songs.

His dedicated work in preserving and promoting
the traditional Hojagiri dance of the Reang
community has been recognized by the region
and various institutions in north-eastern India.
He has also performed in Russia and is also the
recipient of the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
for his contribution to the folk dance and music of
Tripura. Satyaram Reang belongs to the indigenous
community of Tripura, bagged this prestigious
award.

Guru Maa Kamali
Soren (ST)

Kamali Soren is the
founder of Bhartiya
Sanatan Santhal
Kalyan Ashram, which
works restlessly for the
oppressed community
of Santhal people in
West Bengal. She is
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working for three decades for the betterment
of tribals. Kamali Soren, also known as Guru Maa
in and around the Gazole of Malda, has got the
award for her “social work.” She goes around tribal
and Dalit-dominated villages, interacts with the
marginalized people.

M.K Kunjol (SC)

" [t was a proud
moment for social
worker Acharya M.K.
Kunjol, who had
dedicated his life for
upliftment of the most
backward classes in
Kerala. He was honored
with . It ois Padma Shri
for social work in 2020. It
is an acknowledgment
for his crusade against
inequality for Dalits and police atrocities on them.
“Until there is a reasonable achievement for Dalits
in the areas of education and jobs, the social
development index does not make any sense,” says
Kunjol. He joined MBBS after graduating in science
from Maharaja’s College but could not complete
the course for various reasons. Currently, Kunjol
is associated with Kerala State Harjan Samajam
that he had co-founded, Federation of SC and ST
and the Hindu Aikya Vedi. He was instrumental in
founding the Harijan Samajam Sri Budha Charitable
Trust. Kunjol is not satisfied with land reforms in
Kerala and underlined for more effective steps. His
wife still works as a daily wage worker.

Damayanti Beshra (ST)

Damayanti Beshra is
an Adivasi researcher.
She s vividly respected
by the people for
her calm, confident
and humble attitude.
In 2020 she was
honored by Padmashri
for her remarkable
contribution to Santhali
literature. She got the
privilege of becoming
the first convener in the Santhali language when
the Sahitya Akademi recognized it. She was
honored by the Sahitya Akademi award for her
extraordinary anthology Sai Saonhed in 2009. She
has been publishing Santali women’s magazine
since 2011. Damayanti Beshra was born on February
18, 1962 at Boberjoda in the Mayurbhanj district
of Odisha. She got married to Gangadhar, who is
also a writer and literature lover. Damyanti has
written many poems, essays, criticisms, grammer,
history of Santhali literature, Santhali History, etc.
Damayanti is not only an exceptional writer but
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also a prodigious speaker. As a lecturer, she has
presented many papers on national, international
meets and UGC sponsored seminars.

Usha Chaumar (SC)

Usha Chaumar is the
President of Sulabh
International Social
Service Organization,
the non-profit arm of
Sulabh International.
In 2020, she received
the Padma Shri award
for her contribution
to social work,
particularly in raising
awareness against
manual scavenging. Nai Disha, an NGO by Sulabh
International, allowed her to carry on her activities
and she never stopped then. Nai Disha helped her
to learn different activities like stitching, food
processing, henna designing and much more.
She is also a powerful public speaker and raised
her voice against the horrific practice of manual
scavenging. Usha inspired hundreds of other
women like her. She has traveled across the world
as a part of her mission.

Krishnammal Jagannathan (SC)

- Krishnammal

" and Sankaralingam

.« Jagannathan are

" activists for social

. Jjustice and sustainable
L human development.

_\4 They work for socially

pEw=w= marginalized people.

. She received the third
" highest civilian award
of Padma Bhushan from
Government of India in
2020 for for her relentless efforts for social work
and uplifting the downtrodden.

The Jagannathans have demonstrated a
life-long commitment to protest against social
injustice and advancing the rights of the most
deprived people. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi,
the Jagannathans have advocated for land
redistribution of land among the landless laborers
in rural areas. They feel that redistribution of
agricultural land is an essential element for equal
society and sustainable development. In addition to
land redistribution, the couple is also credited for
their tireless efforts for protection of the coastal
ecosystem in Tamilnadu. She carries out her multi-
dimensional activities through seven organizations.
She has been honored with several awards.

Compiled by : Team Unheard Voices
uv@unheardvoices.co.in
L]
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All India Judicial services :

Need of the hour

sike A systemic restructuration and overhaul
' of creating a centralized cadre for

Retd. Justice S. R. Singh

udiciary is one of the most crucial pillars of our
democracy. It is because of the faith that the

citizenry repose in our judges and the institution
that the rule of law has survived in the most difficult
times (during the Emergency) and will continue to
thrive. However, rule of law, as an integral part of the
basic structure doctrine, also encompasses seamless
and time-bound dispensation of justice, which can
be ensured, if there are sufficient number of judges,
appointed through a proper mechanism, which not
only ensures merit but also proper representation of
women and the marginalized sections of the society.

The only plausible solution to the aforesaid issue
is the creation of All India Judicial Services (AlJS). AlJS
aims at establishing a mechanism for the recruitment
of candidates proficient in law by formulating a one-
step selection procedure of judges at the subordinate
judiciary through a single exam, held centrally.

A systemic restructuration and overhaul of creating
a centralized cadre for appointment of judges at
subordinate level implies the transfer of appointment
powers from the High Courts and respective state
governments to a centralized body akin to the Union
Public Service Commission. It will enable greater
representation of all sections of the society and
strengthen rule of law.

Historical Antecedent

The Law Commission and Chief Justices’ Conference
propagated the idea in the fifties for the first time.
However, the first proposal for AlJS was made in
the 14th Report of the Law Commission of India in

appointment of judges at subordinate
level implies the transfer of appointment
powers from the High Courts and
respective state governments to a
centralized body akin to the Union Public
Service Commission. It will enable greater
representation of all sections of the
society and strengthen rule of law.

1958. Following this proposal, another important
development regarding AlJS ensued in 1976, when the
forty second Amendment Act, 1976 was passed, which
amended Article 312 of the Constitution of India to
include the provision for AlJS. In the nineties, the chief
proponents were distinguished judges of the hon.
Supreme Court and the Shetty Commission Report.
The Apex Court in All India Judges’ Association versus
Union of India held, “ We are of the view that the Law
Commission’s recommendation should not have been
dropped lightly. There is a considerable force and
merit in the view expressed by the Law Commission.
An All India Judicial Services essentially for manning
the higher services in the subordinate judiciary is very
much necessary. The reasons advanced by the Law
Commission for recommending the setting up of an
All India Judicial Services appeal to us.”

However, with the new era knocking at the
doorstep, the Parliamentary Standing Committee
advocated for the creation of AJIS through various
reports to bring to the selection procedure for the
subordinate judiciary. Recently, the Union government
led by Mr. Narendra Modi resuscitated the idea of
setting up on AlJS to put the long-standing criticism
surrounding the lack of sufficient number of judges at
the subordinate level, to rest.

One Solution to all problems: AlJS

The necessity of establishment of AlJS was felt
pursuant to the changing social, economic and cultural
landscape, especially in the era of globalization
because complex cases required a wholesome set
of skills for adjudicating such matters and the judge
must be able to draw a fine balance between rights
and duties. However, with the concentration of cases
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on Courts, coupled with the lack of judges and several
lockdowns, pursuant to COVID-19, a huge vacancy of
approximately 5000 judges has been reported across
the country for district judges alone. The number of
vacancies in case of Magistrates is not even known and
if contemplated, would be approximately fifteen times
more than the District Judges since every district has
a District and Sessions Court assigned but there may
be various Magistrates’ Courts as every police station
is attached to a Magistrate’s Court.

The absence of an institution like AlIJS only makes it
burdensome. At the moment, we have approximately
13,000 judges as against the requirement of 75,000 at
the subordinate judiciary, excluding District Courts.
The figures are extremely alarming and the problem
can only be fixed by implementing AlJS.

According to the present mechanism, an interested
candidate has to apply separately for each state’s
judicial service entrance examination and every form
bears a separate fee, which goes up to Rs.1000. There
are 12 Hindi speaking states and UTs in India and
supposing an interested candidate wants to write an
exam for 12 states, he would practically not be able
to do so due to some reasons.

Firstly, the cumulative fee would be exorbitant
and burdensome to bear, more so on a candidate who
belongs to the not-so-well-off sections of the society
or the weaker and marginalized sections. Secondly, it
is not possible to travel to each state to write exams
since, not only this adds to the expenses of a candidate
but generally, there is a clash of dates between two
or more states. Thirdly, even if we presume that
the aforesaid problems do not exist in hindsight,
the course structures and pattern of conducting
examinations are different in all states, which add to
the candidate’s disadvantage and diminish his chances
of securing a seat.

Fourthly, the procedure is extremely time
consuming and takes approximately a year, since
candidates go through a three-tier scrutiny. Fifthly and
mainly, states do not regularly conduct examinations
on ayearly basis, which leads to utter disappointment.
The only solution to each and every problem is AlJS.
Not only would it be pocket friendly but also bear a
fixed pattern and proper ascertainment of seats on a
regular basis.

Transparency

There have been several instances of involvement
of malpractices while conducting the examinations
for states. For example, in Rajasthan in the year
2014, various officials of Rajasthan Public Service
Commission were found to be involved in malpractices
and as a result, the Rajasthan High Court decided to
regulate the conduct of examinations. On the other
hand, there has been no such incident reported in case
of All India Service Exam by the UPSC. Also, the primary
function of the Courts is to dispense justice and being
already burdened by a backlog of cases, the Courts
should no more be troubled on the administrative side
with the responsibility of conducting examinations.
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Another bothering incident is from the state of
Haryana, where in 2017, the paper for pre stage was
reportedly leaked and as a result, the whole process
was vitiated and re-conducted in 2018, where only
nine candidates were selected after which the Punjab
and Haryana High Court directed to grant a grace of
marks and finally, 24 more candidates were selected.
This not only thwarted the hopes of various credible
candidates causing mental agony but also came as a
huge disadvantage as many crossed the upper-limit
for desired age and left them unemployed.

Representation for marginalized and women

The influx of a greater number of successful
candidates will ensure accurate representation
from the marginalized sections of the society by the
way of direct participation into the justice delivery
system, which is not the case currently. The aforesaid
statement can be justified by the fact that our country
has only had two Chief Justices of India belonging
to the marginalized section of the society, since
independence. Thus, to ensure proper representations
at the higher judiciary, it is incumbent to primarily
ensure the same at the ground level. It will inspire
enormous confidence and motivate the stakeholders
to participate and strengthen their social positions
further. Also, it shall bolster a larger representation
from the women community and invite many women
to pursue law and sit for the AlJS exam. This would
result in an over-all strengthening of the status of
women in the society.

Conclusion

The judges of the Supreme Court are elevated from
the respective High Courts. Baring few judges, they
are elevated directly from the bar and in this process
only the most efficient persons shall preside over the
benches of superior Courts, thereby diminishing any
such alleged possibility for prejudice, arbitrariness
and irregularities in selections.Simultaneously, the
quality of justice delivered will greatly improve. Since,
the selections would be cadre based and transfers
would not remain restricted to the respective states, it
would ensure a wholesome socio-ethnic experience
for the judges leading to a wholesome development.
All'in all, it is the need of the hour to uphold the Rule
of law.

The former Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad had
made a statement in Parliament for creation of the
All India Judicial Service. This is continued by present
law minister Kiran Rijuju. It goes without saying that
in case All India Judicial Service is created, deserving
candidates belonging to OBC, SC, ST will get an
opportunity to become a member, of All India Judicial
Service like other All India Services such as IAS, IFS, IPS
etc. Thus this would provide a ladder for their elevation
to the High Courts and Supreme Court of India. It is high
time for the replacement of the “Collegiums System”
by the National Judicial Appointment Commission.

Author is retired HC Judge
uv@unheardvoices.co.in
L] ]|
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National Human Rights Commission :

Time to think out of box

December 10 is observed as Human Rights Day. On this occasion, Adv Ritvik
informs the readers about formation of National Human Rights Commission,
which is considered as the watchdog of the country. Of late, NHRC is acting
tough in several cases, which is a good sign. However, NHRC is empowered to
conduct various programs to awaken and educate the people on human rights.
Experts feel that NHRC should explore possibilities on this fornt. Unheard
Voices informs the readers about NHRC powers and the major cases, involving
SC and ST, in which it has intervened.

Adv. Ritik

ABOUT NATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

The National Human Rights
Commission is an independent
statutory body constituted
by the Protection of Human
Rights Act (PHRA), 1993. It is the
watchdog of humanrightsin the
country. The rights related to
life, liberty, equality and dignity
of the individual are guaranteed
by the Indian Constitution or
embodied in the international
covenants and enforceable
by courts in India. The NHRC
primary function is to protect the
common person's civil, political,
economic, social and cultural
rights.

Section 13 of The Protection
of Human Rights Act, 1993,
empowers the NHRC to deal
with following :

While inquiring into
complaints under the Act, the
NHRC shall have all the powers
of a civil court trying a suit under
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908
and in particular the following
namely;

a) Summoning and enforcing
the attendance of witnesses and
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examining them on oath;

b) discovery and production
of any document;

c) receiving evidence on
affidavits;

d) requisitioning any public
record or copy thereof from any
court or office;

e) issuing NHRCs for the
examination of witnesses or
documents;

f) any other matter which
may be prescribed.

Section 12 of The Protection
of Human Rights Act, 1993 lays
down the functions of the NHRC
Beyond the traditional role of
any commission i.e. of grievance
forum, the NHRC under sub-

clausef, h, i, jis empowered with
function to educate the citizens
on human rights, promote social
harmony, literacy and awareness
functions on human rights,
promote Non Governmental
Organizations working in similar
sector.

It is recommended that the
NHRC, functioning as a remedial
and grievance forum, should
proactively promote human
rights and focus comprehensively
on preventing human rights
violations.

The NHRC has taken
cognizance of incidents relating
to gross violations of human
rights by the government or
public servants. Though the
power and authority of NHRC
are limited to inquiry, summons,
production of documents, and
issuing notices and has no
punitive power, the NHRC is
playing a vital role of watchdog
to protect the human rights of
citizens. The NHRC can exercise
its authority to conduct activities,
programs, functions, camps etc.
to promote social harmony,
spread human rights literacy
among various sections of
society and promote awareness
of the safeguards available.
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RAJASTHAN INCIDENT

Few Dalit organizations had called a bandh in
Rajasthan in April 2018, protesting against a decision
of the Supreme Court pertaining to the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act. At the protest the protestors including women
& children were subject to police brutalities. This
incident was reported in newspapers and the
NHRC took suo moto cognizance of the case and
issued notices to Chief Secretary and D.G.P. Police,
Rajasthan. The NHRC, in its statement, cited incidents
where women and children were dragged and made
subject to illegal detention and police torture.

MUTHANGA INCIDENT

Location: Muthanga Incident, Wayanad, Kerala

Year: 2003

Traditionally, the Tribals from Muthanga Forest,
Wayanad, Kerala used to cultivate large parts
of forest land. In the seventies, the Tribals
experienced the non-tribals owning and
cultivating these forest lands. Further,
the state Government of Kerala had
promised to give the land for farming
and agricultural purposes. The State
Government did not fulfill the said
promise, and the Tribals started
protesting and agitating regarding
the same.

On February 19, 2003, the Kerala \ :
police officials, forest officials, and il
Kerala Armed forces fired 18 rounds ; \
on families protesting at Muthanga
forest resulting in two fatalities and
severe injuries to hundreds of protestors.

The NHRC had received complaints from
activists against brutal and unprecedented
force used by the State Government against the
protesting and agitating tribal families.

The NHRC, on February 24, 2003, issued notice to
the Chief Secretary and Director General of Police,
Government of Kerala, and sought a report within
two weeks in respect of an incident that occurred on
February 19, 2003, in which the police had allegedly
opened fire on a gathering of tribal families.

The Chief Secretary of the Kerala government
and Director General of Police defended the firing
on the protestors and explained that the firing took
place out of necessity.

The NHRC, considering the reports of the Chief
Secretary and D.G.P, directed the Chief Secretary,
Kerala to furnish documents relating to the delivery
of land to the tribals ousted from the forest and
the plan, if any, for their rehabilitation. Further, the
NHRC recommended that the State Govt. investigate
police firing at Muthanga and the related incidents,
including allegations of torture in the Muthanga
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forest region 19/2/2003, to an independent agency,
preferably the C.B.I.

NANDIGRAM VIOLENCE IN WEST BENGAL
NHRC took serious note of the clashes in
Nandigram in West Bengal, which took place
on November 6, 2007. Violence was witnessed
in Nandigram when state government, led by
Communists, tried to acquire land in Nandigram for
special economic zone (SEZ). The agitation began
when the government of West Bengal decided that a
chemical hub would be established in Nandigram SEZ
by the Salim Group of Indonesia. SEZ policy required
the expropriation of 10,000 acres (4,000 ha) of land
owned by farmers in the region. The farmers later
started a spontaneous agitation when the police
landed there. Violence between demonstrators and
police left at least 14 villagers killed and 70 injured.
The violence in Nandigram also drew
the attention of the NHRC. It sent a
team of officials for ground report.
The NHRC sent the special team
three months after the violent
incidents. Team members
talked to the affected
people and made twelve
recommendations. NHRC
did not merely directed
the state government to
announce compensation to
p the affected people, whose
o houses were damaged in
the incidents from March to
~ November 2007. NHRC even
laid down specific procedure
to carry out the execution of the
compensation package. NHRC even drew
categories of the damage to the properties in
Nandigram violence and specifically recommended
compensation to the said category. The police were
also instructed to take immediate legal action in the
complaints, which were related to the violence. The
NHRC also asked the government to provide legal
aid to the people, who were arrested at the time of
agitation. Significantly, NHRC had appointed a special
team to assess damage to the properties as it felt that
compensation announced by the state government
was not adequate.

The people who want to approach NHRC to
register their complaints can do this by visiting

its website. This can be done online.
National Human Rights Commission India
www.nhrc.nic.in

Author is practising lawyer in Bombay High Court.
uv@unheardvoices.co.in
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"Inter-caste
marriages would
uproot caste
system"

“I am a strong supporter of inter-caste
marriages. | strongly believe that inter-caste
marriages would uproot the caste system,
which has badly affected our society for
centuries by all the means. | seriously believe
that the educated people should come
forward for inter-caste marriages, which
would help to do away with the caste.”

Ankita

first saw her at the south gate entrance of

University of Hyderabad. | still remember the
date. It was August 6, 2018. She had come to join
M.A Telugu course. | was doing second-year Ph.D. in
Telugu Department. | was helping newcomers sitting
students’ help desk, my PG classmate Mahender
introduced me to her. That’s how it began.

| belong to OBC community while she is SC
Buddhist. | was reluctant to speak about our love to
my parents, with the fear that they may reject our
marriage in view of the conservative background.
| had seen such marriages are not approved at all.
We are from a rural conservative society. And | have
seen love marriages are not at all acceptable in my
family circle.

As expected, my family strongly opposed the
marriage. But Manasa’s parents were supportive
and understandable from the initial days. My mother
was stubborn to accept the reality that | might be
marrying outside the caste. | had to take a lot of
efforts to convince my mother that our love was
above all the narrow human considerations. It was
series of rounds of convincing. My mother had
another objection too. According to her, the girl
stays 360 km away from our house. Eventually my
mother realized the depth of our love and agreed
for the marriage.

My younger and elder siblings were supportive
to me from the day one. They were supporting me
despite knowing the fact that mother does not
approve it and their position was bound to hurt her.In
addition, all my friends, who were mainly associated

with students organizations, stood with me. They did
not merely extend me moral support but actively
helped me.

Our marriage was inter-caste or it was inter-
religious for others. The actual marriage ceremony
was performed as per Hindu and Buddhist ritual,
which indicated we respect both the religions. The
marriage was held on November 26, 2020 at Manasa’s
hometown Sirpur Kagaznagar in Komaram Bheem
District bordering on Maharashtra and Telangana state.
We are now blessed with a baby girl.

Post-marriage days were not easy and smooth.
There used to be lot of misunderstandings between
my wife and other family members. This was mainly
the gap, which used to be there because of different
backgrounds. It was difficult to communicate with
each other. COVID pandemic reduced our income
as our business of weaving handloom clothes was
affected badly. My fellowship was the only source
of income, on which our family survived.

| am a strong supporter of inter-caste marriages.
| strongly believe that inter-caste marriages would
uproot the caste system, which has badly affected
our society for centuries by all the means. | seriously
believe that the educated people should come
forward for inter-caste marriages, which would help
to do away with caste in the future generations.
The children born to the couple who has inter-
caste marriage, would have altogether different
perspective about the life and society. | have deep
faith that inter-caste marriages would lead the
country to social cohesiveness, which is absolutely
needed for healthy society and strong country.

By Nagender as told to Ankita
uv@unheardvoices.co.in
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Latur to London :
An inspirational journey

Journey of Aishwarya Chikate is surprising and motivating to the youth
generation. Hailing from Latur in the backward Marathwada region of
Maharashtra, Aishwarya had to struggle to complete her graduation. She has
now joined London School of Economics, where Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar was
a student once upon a time. Her father was working as a daily wage worker.
He had even worked in a hotel. Aishwarya fulfilled dreams of her parents,
bringing glory to her family.

Prajvalant
I

ishwarya Chikate from Latur in

Maharashtra, who recently went
to London School of Economics to
do M.Sc in economics and history,
is probably the first scheduled
caste girl to join the prestigious
institute. It is the same school where
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar went for
his studies.

Q: Tell us something about your
background related to your family,
parents, schooling and college.

A : | come from a very humble
background. My mother and father
worked really hard. He worked as
a daily wage worker and even in a
hotel. He wanted to study but could
not due to the situations but both
of them ensured that we would
get proper and best education. |
have a brother and a sister. They are
younger to me. Brother is pursuing B.
Com, while sister is in tenth standard.
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Q : What about schooling?

| was studying in a normal semi-English medium
school, though | had science and math's in English
but all the other subjects were in Marathi. | do not
believe that CBSE or ICSE students are superior as
is the perception. Efforts are more important than
background. | completed my B.A in Economics from
Modern College in Pune but | was in Latur till 12th
standard. Most of the parents want their kids to
be engineers or doctors or UPSC and MPSC. But
they need to think whether they are wasting their
energies. | was more interested in Humanity but |
did not realize my interest at that point of time. So,
| prepared for the NEET exam but | could not get a
sufficient score. | had few chances to go for MBBS and
become a doctor but | denied that as | had no interest
with it. I was more interested in social sciences.
| also used to be haunted with the reality that if
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar could do it 100years back,
why could not I? One does not have to undergo
hardships like him nowadays. Babasaheb used to
motivate me all the time. | was fascinated while
joining LSE but everything is normal now.

Q : Tell us about your journey from Latur to
London.

A : It was a very stressful journey. Latur pattern
is famous in Maharashtra but it is restricted only to
NEET and JEE. What about other streams? People
had serious doubts about my academic credentials
when | was pursuing Economics and finished my
graduation in 2020.

Q : Did You try for any scholarship for LSE?

A : Yes, | received a grant of Maharashtra
Government scholarship. This scholarship is not only
for scheduled caste and scheduled tribe but also
for OBC and open category. Very few people know
about this. Government, in fact, receives very few
applications from open and OBC category students.
This scholarship is Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj scholarship
for Foreign Education.

Q : How are you managing finances there?

A:lreceive grant of Maharashtra government but
the process takes some time so | am managing my
finances from my family

Q: What is your experience there?

A: Analytical thinking is important here. It is
important here how one evaluates or analyzes your
learning. Teachers are easily accessible here, which
do not happen in India. It is really challenging to
study abroad.

Q : What is your future plan?

A :lwant to pursue my further education and my
Ph.D. also and maybe, if possible, | will study post doc.
Again, | have to make my profile strong for that. | will
have to gain some experience because | did my B.A

and straight came for a Master's Degree so | don't
have any professional experience. | want to work
for humanitarian crisis, discrimination in all sphere's
caste, race, gender, poverty, unemployment. | allow
myself to flow with life.

Q : Back in India, what was the response when
you get admission at LSE.

A : My parents were felicitated by many entities.
| felt honored when my parents were felicitated.
Unfortunately, one is appreciated or recognized
only if you become a doctor or an engineer. No
newspaper will publish it but we have to bring a
positive narrative before the people.

Q : What is your message to the students?

A : Please try to find the passion for your study.
The things you are really interested in. Though it will
be really challenging, | don't know how to put it. |
suffered a lot. | shifted from Science to B.A, B.A to
here. Because there are many challenges you have
to face but be firm on your decisions. Do not get
attracted by commercialization of education.

Q : You mean to say Suno Sabki Karo Man Ki?

A:Yes. You are the only one who can change your
life. So, nobody can help you and nobody can stop
you if you decide and if you work towards that goal.

uv@unheardvoices.co.in
[ | | |
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uv@unheardvoices.co.in
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